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City of El Paso – City Plan Commission Staff Report   

Case No:   SURW12-00020 Mills Street Vacation 

Application Type:  Street ROW Vacation  

CPC Hearing Date:  February 7, 2013 

 

Location: South of San Jacinto Plaza 

Acreage: 1.27-acres 

Rep District: 8 

Existing Use: Street right-of-way 

Existing Zoning: C-5/H (Commercial/Historic) 

Proposed Zoning:        C-5/H (Commercial/Historic) 

 

Property Owner: City of El Paso 

Applicant: Mills Plaza Promenade, LLC 

Representative: Mills Plaza Promenade, LLC 

 

SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USE 

North: C-5 (Commercial) / San Jacinto Plaza 

South: C-5 (Commercial) / Camino Real Hotel 

East: C-5 (Commercial) / Plaza Hotel Building 

West: C-5/H (Commercial) / Plaza Theater 

 

PLAN EL PASO DESIGNATION: G1 (Downtown) & O1 (Preserve) 

APPLICATION DESCRIPTION  
The applicant is requesting to vacate all of Pioneer Plaza, a portion of Oregon Street, Mills 

Avenue, and Sheldon Court. The applicant states that the purpose of the proposed vacation is to 

use the property for a private pedestrian plaza. The proposal includes an emergency access, 

pedestrian, and drainage/utility easement, which will remain in place over the entire proposed 

vacation area. There are two related applications on the agenda: an amendment to the Major 

Thoroughfare Plan and an amendment to reopen a portion of Sheldon/San Francisco to vehicular 

traffic. 

APPLICATION HISTORY 
On March 11, 2008, the City Council directed staff to initiate a vacation of a portion of Mills 

Avenue in order to eliminate the vehicular interest. The City Council subsequently approved that 

vacation request on May 27
th

, 2008. 

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE  

The Development Coordinating Committee recommends approval of the Mills Street vacation 

subject to the following conditions and requirements: 
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 An emergency, pedestrian, and utility easement shall remain in place over the entire 

proposed vacation. Limited areas may be closed to pedestrians for special events if approved 

by the City Manager or designee and an alternate accessible route is designated for the 

duration of the event. 

 The type of gates to be used to close the street be coordinated with and approved by the Fire 

Department 

 Enhancement of the pedestrian easement shall include, but is not limited to: 

o Landscape and/or water features 

o Sidewalk and/or pavement treatment 

o Traffic calming improvements 

Planning Division Recommendation: 

Approval with conditions. 

City Development Dept. - Land Development: 

No objection 

El Paso Water Utilities: 

1. There are existing water mains, sanitary sewer mains, appurtenant structures, water meter 

connections and sewer services within the above described rights-of-way.  

2. The rights-of-way to be vacated shall remain full-width utility easements. EPWU-PSB 

requires access to the water and sanitary sewer facilities and appurtenances 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week. No building, reservoir, structure or other improvement, other than asphaltic paving 

(HMAC), shall be constructed or maintained on the above referenced utility easement without 

the written consent of EPWU-PSB. The placement of trees or planters shall be 10-feet away from 

any water/sewer facility. 

3. EPWU-PSB provided the applicant with an estimate to cut and plug, and abandoned in place 

the existing water main along Mills Avenue, the estimate included the relocation of one (1) fire 

hydrant.  The estimate for the relocation of four (4) meter connections along Mills Avenue was 

also provided. 

4. The existing sanitary sewer main that extends along Mills Avenue within the requested 

vacation will remain in place. 

5. The existing water main that extends along Sheldon Court and the active water meters within 

the requested vacation will remain in place. 

Stormwater Division: 

No comments received. 

Parks and Recreation: 

We have reviewed Mills Street, a street vacation request and offer no objections to this 

application; Parks Department requests only the following: 

1. Demolition and proposed improvement plans be coordinated / reviewed by Parks & 

Museums & Cultural Affairs Departments, specifically for the statue's future relocation 

process.  

Please note that received survey map meets the requirements to be excluded from the calculation 

for parkland dedication ordinance Title 19 – Subdivision & Development Plats, Chapter 19.20 

Parks and Open Space as noted below. 

19.20.060  -  Exclusions from Dedication Requirements. 

Exclusions.  The following shall be excluded from the calculation for parkland dedication. In all 
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instances, the burden of proof shall be on the subdivider to demonstrate that the plat meets the 

requirements of this chapter: 

H.  Land shown within a subdivision, whether residential or nonresidential, which is designated 

for use as a public facility. 

El Paso Fire Department: 

No objections to this request but EPFD requests that the applicant coordinate with the fire 

department regarding access to the FDC connection(s) and the fire hydrants that are located 

within the proposed street vacation. EPFD requests that prior to the use of any blockades or other 

devices to be used for the closure of the street that this be coordinated with EPFD prior to 

installation of such for approval. 

Downtown Management District 

DMD has no objections to this vacation request. 

MCAD 
City shall have the right to utilize the space for municipal purposes 10 days per year.  

El Paso Electric Company: 

No comments received. 

Sun Metro: 

No objection  

911: 

No comments received. 

Texas Gas Company: 

No comments received. 

EP DOT 

We have reviewed the request and the following modifications to EPDOT infrastructure within 

the proposed Mills street vacation and adjacent impacted areas / intersections will be required 

and will need to be addressed: 

 The removal of underground material and repair of sidewalk and ramps 

 Remove and replace traffic signage and poles 

 Review for relocation / adjustment of Type 1 junction box, conduits and Fiber on Mills 

between Oregon Avenue and San Antonio Avenue / El Paso Street 

 Easement will be required for Type 1 junction box, conduits and Fiber on Mills between 

Oregon Avenue and San Antonio Avenue / El Paso Street 

 Relocate and re-install the Decorative Streetlights and control box 

 Install new electrical service to the relocated Decorative Streetlights, electrical control panel, 

conduit, wiring, and foundations 

 The relocation of Traffic Signal Cabinet, junction box and traffic signal cable on Oregon and 

Mills  

 Removal of the Traffic Signal equipment at El Paso Dr., Mills & Shelton Court and parkway 

area restorations 

 Restoration of adjacent disturbed parkway areas  

 The total cost estimate will be provided upon submittal of final /permitted construction 

drawings and review of the information provided 
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Attachments  

1. Location map 

2. Aerial map 

3. Survey 

4. Application 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

 


